WHO ARE THE EVIL ONES

THE EVIL ONE IS LYING IN WAIT

Watch over yourselves, for the Evil One is lying in wait, ready to entrap you. Gird
yourselves against his wicked devices, and, led by the light of the name of the All-Seeing
God, make your escape from the darkness that surroundeth you. Baha'u'llah

"O SON OF DUST!
"Beware! Walk not with the ungodly and seek not fellowship with him, for such
companionship turneth the radiance of the heart into infernal fire.”

ESCHEW ALL FELLOWSHIP
Treasure the companionship of the righteous and eschew all fellowship with the ungodly.

SORROW
The company of the ungodly increaseth sorrow, whilst fellowship with the righteous
cleanseth the rust from off the heart.

UNHEALTHY

We know absence of light is darkness, but no one would assert darkness was not a fact.
It exists even though it is only the absence of something else. So evil exists too, and we
cannot close our eyes to it, even though it is a negative existence. We must seek to
supplant it by good, and if we see an evil person is not influenceable by us, then we
should shun his company for it is unhealthy.

(Shoghi Effendi, Lights of Guidance, p. 512)

ASSOCIATION
"Question: "How should one associate with people of bad character? "Abdu'l-Baha
replied:

"This, too, has two aspects. There are certain evils whose consequences affect the doer
only and do not extend to others. Of course, with discretion and tact, we must try to
warn and educate wrongdoers. They are sick; we must bring healing to them. But there
are actions which are injurious to others. Association with persons who commit such
deeds leads to a deterioration of morals and therefore to mingle with them is not
advisable, except for persons of perfect integrity, who can also impart education. They
should be exhorted to exert themselves to modify their morals and refine their behavior.
The public should be protected from such harmful conduct by the institutions which
administer justice. Thus, in the Tablets of the Blessed Beauty, although He commends
association with people of all religions and races, He also forbids fellowship with the
wicked, admonishing us to shun the people of negation and denial.

Now associate with good people. You must try to associate with those who will do you
good and who will be the cause of your being more awakened, and not with those who
will make you negligent of God. For example, if one goes into a garden and associates
with flowers, one will surely inhale the beautiful fragrance, but if one goes to a place
where there are bad-scented plants, it is sure he will inhale an unpleasant odour. In
short, | mean that you will try to be with those who are purified and sanctified souls.
Man must always associate with those from whom he can get light, or be with those to
whom he can give light. He must either receive or give instructions. Otherwise, being



with people without these two intentions, he is spending his time for nothing, and, by so
doing, he is neither gaining nor causing others to gain.

DETECT GOOD FROM EVIL

"As Baha’u’llah says often in His Tablets the friends should develop a flair wherewith
they can detect the good from the evil person. Mere name of Baha’i does not constitute
a Baha’i. His character also has to be Baha'i."

AVOIDANCE
"a true seeker...should...regard avoidance of boastful and worldly people a precious
benefit.”

FREE OURSELVES
Evil forces do take control of our life, but it is within our power to free ourselves from
falling under their subjection. UHJ

INFLUENCE

There are no earth-bound souls. When the souls that are not good die they go entirely

away from this earth and so cannot influence anyone. They are spiritually dead. Their

thoughts can have influence only when they are alive on the earth... But the good souls
are given eternal life and sometimes God permits their thoughts to reach the earth to

help the people.

(‘Abdu’l-Baha, Daily Lessons, Received at ‘Akka, 1979 ed., pp. 35-36)

O YE THAT ARE FOOLISH, YET HAVE A NAME TO BE WISE! Wherefore do ye wear the guise
of shepherds, when inwardly ye have become wolves, intent upon My flock? Ye are even
as the star, which riseth ere the dawn, and which, though it seem radiant and luminous,
leadeth the wayfarers of My city astray into the paths of perdition.

SATAN

This lower nature in humans is symbolized as Satan — the evil ego within us, not an evil
personality outside. Abdul-Baha (Ho Satanus (Hebrew) he who lies in wait, the adversary,
the enemy)

| THE LORD DO ALL THESE THINGS

Isaiah 45:7 in the King James Version reads, “l form the light, and create darkness: |
make peace, and create evil: | the LORD do all these things.” [The word translated
“evil” is from a Hebrew word that means “adversity, affliction, calamity, distress,
misery.”]

MORE MALEVOLENT

For if the spiritual qualities of the soul, open to the breath of the Divine Spirit, are
never used, they become atrophied, enfeebled, and at last incapable; whilst the soul’s
material qualities alone being exercised, they become terribly powerful—and the
unhappy, misguided man becomes more savage, more unjust, more vile, more cruel,
more malevolent than the lower animals themselves. (‘Abdu’l-Baha, Paris Talks 97)

SEE EVIL AS EVIL

You must not see evil as evil and then compromise with your opinion, for to treat in a
smooth, kindly way one whom you consider evil or an enemy is hypocrisy, and this is not
worthy or allowable. Abdul-Baha



AVOID FELLOWSHIP
With all his heart he should avoid fellowship with evil-doers Baha'u'llah

ENEMIES

To be the enemy of the enemies of God is a good characteristic. We are not against them
personally, just as any intelligent man is not personally against a man who has a
dangerous contagious disease. But he carefully isolates the sick individual so that the
contagion will not spread. So we shun the spiritually sick, wishing for their cure, but
keeping clear of them.

FLEE
Baha'u'llah's advice is that again we should flee from the enemies of God and instead
seek the fellowship of His lovers. Shoghi Effendi

QUIT OF THEM

These people, however, have turned aside from all this and placed instead their
affections upon that which accordeth with their own corrupt inclinations. Thus do they
roam in the wilderness of arrogance and pride. | bear witness at this moment that God is
wholly quit of them, and likewise are We. We beseech God to suffer Us not to associate
with them either in this life or in the life to come.

AVOID THEM

Expect not that they who violate the ordinances of God will be trustworthy or sincere in
the faith they profess. Avoid them, and preserve strict guard over thyself, lest their
devices and mischief hurt thee. Turn away from them, and fix thy gaze upon God, thy
Lord, the All-Glorious, the Most Bountiful. He that giveth up himself wholly to God, God
shall, assuredly, be with him; and he that placeth his complete trust in God, God shall,
verily, protect him from whatsoever may harm him, and shield him from the wickedness
of every evil plotter.

O YE SEEMING FAIR YET INWARDLY FOUL! Ye are like clear but bitter water, which to
outward seeming is crystal pure but of which, when tested by the divine Assayer, not a
drop is accepted. Yea, the sun beam falls alike upon the dust and the mirror, yet differ
they in reflection even as doth the star from the earth: nay, immeasurable is the
difference!

SENSE OF SHAME

Indeed, there existeth in man a faculty which deterreth him from, and guardeth him
against, whatever is unworthy and unseemly, and which is known as his sense of shame.
This, however, is confined to but a few; all have not possessed and do not possess it."
Baha'u'llah

THE EYES OF THOSE WHOME GOD HAS OPENED

He whose eyes the Lord hath opened will see the souls of men in the stations they will
occupy after their release from the body. He will find the living ones thriving within the
precincts of their Lord, and the dead sunk down in the lowest abyss of perdition. Abdul-
Baha

EXCEPT

Strive ye then with all your heart to treat compassionately all humankind, except for
those who have some selfish, private motive, or some disease of the soul. Kindness
cannot be shown the tyrant, the deceiver, or the thief, because, far from awakening



them to the error of their ways, it maketh them to continue in their perversity as
before. No matter how much kindliness ye may expend upon the liar, he will but lie the
more, for he believeth you to be deceived, while ye understand him but too well, and
only remain silent out of your extreme compassion.

DETESTATION OF THE LIGHT

If a soul remains far from the manifestation, he may yet be awakened; for he did not
recognize the manifestation of the divine perfections. But if he loathe the divine
perfections themselves—in other words, the Holy Spirit—it is evident that he is like a bat
which hates the light.

This detestation of the light has no remedy and cannot be forgiven—that is to say, it is
impossible for him to come near unto God. This lamp is a lamp because of its light;
without the light it would not be a lamp. Now if a soul has an aversion for the light of
the lamp, he is, as it were, blind, and cannot comprehend the light; and blindness is the
cause of everlasting banishment from God.

CONFOUND

You cannot help a man if God seeks to confound him. Those whose hearts God does not
please to purify shall earn disgrace in this world and grievous punishment in the
hereafter.

FEW CHOSEN

But the discerning faith which consists of true knowledge of God and the comprehension
of divine words, of such faith there is very little in any age. That is why His Holiness
Christ said to His followers, " Many are called but few are chosen.”

ANGER

If he exercises his anger and wrath against the bloodthirsty tyrants who are like
ferocious beasts, it is very praiseworthy; but if he does not use these qualities in a right
way, they are blameworthy.

BENT BRANCH

It is extremely difficult to teach the individual and refine his character once puberty is
passed. By then, as experience hath shown, even if every effort be exerted to modify
some tendency of his, it all availeth nothing. He may, perhaps, improve somewhat
today; but let a few days pass and he forgetteth, and turneth backward to his habitual
condition and accustomed ways. Therefore it is in early childhood that a firm foundation
must be laid. While the branch is green and tender it can easily be made straight.

TEACH TEACH TEACH

To enter into the quixotic tournament of demolishing one by one the evils in the world
is, to a Bahd’i, a vain waste of time and effort. His whole life is directed towards
proclaiming the Message of Baha’u’llah, reviving the spiritual life of his fellowmen,
uniting them in a divinely created World Order, and then, as the Order grows in strength
and influence, he will see the power of that Message transforming the whole human
society and progressively solving the problems and removing the injustices which have so
long bedevilled the world.

(The Universal House of Justice, Messages 1963 to 1986, p. 284)

SUFFERING A MYSTERY
Suffering is both a reminder and a guide. It stimulates us better to adapt ourselves to
our environmental conditions, and thus leads the way to self improvement. In every



suffering one can find a meaning and a wisdom. But it is not always easy to find the
secret of that wisdom. It is sometimes only when all our suffering has passed that we
become aware of its usefulness. What man considers to be evil turns often to be a cause
of infinite blessings. And this is due to his desire to know more than he can. God’s
wisdom is, indeed, inscrutable to us all, and it is no use pushing too far trying to
discover that which shall always remain a mystery to our mind.

THE COMPANY OF LOVERS

Stay in the company of lovers.

Those other kinds of people, they each
want to show you something.

A crow will lead you to an empty barn,
A parrot to sugar.

(Rumi)

We have to exercise some common sense. We also have to recognize and come to terms
with these emphatic admonitions about who to avoid. Even those who we avoid, deserve
to hear of the divine message. Once they have heard of it, if they do not respond, | will
exercise care to not associate with them. [Brent]

You must always be happy. You must associate with joyous and happy people and be
adorned with divine morals. Happiness has a direct influence in preserving our health
while being upset causes illness. The basis of eternal happiness is spirituality and divine
virtue, which is not followed by sorrow. But physical happiness is subject to a thousand
changes and vicissitudes. Abdul-Baha

SHOULD WE JUDGE
Do not judge according to appearance but judge righteous judgment (John 7:24).

Malachi 3:18: "Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked,
between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.

| Cor. 6:1-5 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain
to this life? If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge
who are least esteemed in the church. | speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a
wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren?

"As Baha’u’llah says often in His Tablets the friends should develop a flair wherewith
they can detect the good from the evil person. Mere name of Baha’i does not constitute
a Baha’i. His character also has to be Baha1i."

If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If
they listen to you, you have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or two
others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three
witnesses.’ If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen
even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. Matthew



