Thou seest me, O my Lord, with my face turned...

Thou seest me, O my Lord, with my face turned towards the heaven of
Thy bounty and the ocean of Thy favor, withdrawn from all else beside
Thee. I ask of Thee, by the splendors of the Sun of Thy revelation on
Sinai, and the effulgences of the Orb of Thy grace which shineth from
the horizon of Thy Name, the Ever-Forgiving, to grant me Thy pardon
and to have mercy upon me. Write down, then, for me with Thy pen of
glory that which will exalt me through Thy Name in the world of
creation. Aid me, O my Lord, to set myself towards Thee, and to
hearken unto the voice of Thy loved ones, whom the powers of the
earth have failed to weaken, and the dominion of the nations has been
powerless to withhold from Thee, and who, advancing towards Thee,
have said: “God is our Lord, the Lord of all who are in heaven and all
who are on earth!”

Baha’w’llah

All majesty and glory, O my God...

All majesty and glory, O my God, and all dominion and light and
grandeur and splendor be unto Thee. Thou bestowest sovereignty on
whom Thou willest and dost withhold it from whom Thou desirest. No
God is there but Thee, the All-Possessing, the Most Exalted. Thou art
He Who createth from naught the universe and all that dwell therein.
There is nothing worthy of Thee except Thyself, while all else but Thee
are as outcasts in Thy holy presence and are as nothing when
compared to the glory of Thine Own Being.

Far be it from me to extol Thy virtues save by what Thou hast extolled
Thyself in Thy weighty Book where Thou sayest, “"No vision taketh in
Him, but He taketh in all vision. He is the Subtile, the All-
Perceiving.”t Glory be unto Thee, O my God, indeed no mind or
vision, however keen or discriminating, can ever grasp the nature of
the most insignificant of Thy signs. Verily, Thou art God, no God is
there besides Thee. I bear witness that Thou Thyself alone art the
sole expression of Thine attributes, that the praise of no one besides
Thee can ever attain to Thy holy court nor can Thine attributes ever be
fathomed by anyone other than Thyself.



Glory be unto Thee, Thou art exalted above the description of anyone
save Thyself, since it is beyond human conception to befittingly
magnify Thy virtues or to comprehend the inmost reality of Thine
Essence. Far be it from Thy glory that Thy creatures should describe
Thee or that anyone besides Thyself should ever know Thee. I have
known Thee, O my God, by reason of Thy making Thyself known unto
me, for hadst Thou not revealed Thyself unto me, I would not have
known Thee. I worship Thee by virtue of Thy summoning me unto
Thee, for had it not been for Thy summons I would not have worshiped
Thee.

The Bab

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God!

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I implore Thee by the onrushing
winds of Thy grace, and by them Who are the Daysprings of Thy
purpose and the Dawning-Places of Thine inspiration, to send down
upon me and upon all that have sought Thy face that which beseemeth
Thy generosity and bountiful grace, and is worthy of Thy bestowals
and favors. Poor and desolate I am, O my Lord! Immerse me in the
ocean of Thy wealth; athirst, suffer me to drink from the living waters
of Thy loving-kindness.

I beseech Thee, by Thine own Self and by Him Whom Thou hast
appointed as the Manifestation of Thine own Being and Thy
discriminating Word unto all that are in heaven and on earth, to gather
together Thy servants beneath the shade of the Tree of Thy gracious
providence. Help them, then, to partake of its fruits, to incline their
ears to the rustling of its leaves, and to the sweetness of the voice of
the Bird that chanteth upon its branches. Thou art, verily, the Help in
Peril, the Inaccessible, the Almighty, the Most Bountiful.

Baha'u’llah

Suffer me, O my God...

Suffer me, O my God, to draw nigh unto Thee, and to abide within the
precincts of Thy court, for remoteness from Thee hath well-nigh
consumed me. Cause me to rest under the shadow of the wings of



Thy grace, for the flame of my separation from Thee hath melted my
heart within me. Draw me nearer unto the river that is life indeed, for
my soul burneth with thirst in its ceaseless search after Thee. My
sighs, O my God, proclaim the bitterness of mine anguish, and the
tears I shed attest my love for Thee.

I beseech Thee, by the praise wherewith Thou praisest Thyself and the
glory wherewith Thou glorifiest Thine own Essence, to grant that we
may be numbered among them that have recognized Thee and
acknowledged Thy sovereignty in Thy days. Help us then to quaff, O
my God, from the fingers of mercy the living waters of Thy loving-
kindness, that we may utterly forget all else except Thee, and be
occupied only with Thy Self. Powerful art Thou to do what Thou
willest. No God is there beside Thee, the Mighty, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting.

Glorified be Thy name, O Thou Who art the King of all Kings!

Baha’w’llah

O people! I swear by the one true God! This...

O people! I swear by the one true God! This is the Ocean out of
which all seas have proceeded, and with which every one of them
will ultimately be united. From Him all the Suns have been
generated, and unto Him they will all return. Through His potency
the Trees of Divine Revelation have yielded their fruits, every one of
which hath been sent down in the form of a Prophet, bearing a
Message to God’s creatures in each of the worlds whose number
God, alone, in His all-encompassing Knowledge, can reckon. This He
hath accomplished through the agency of but one Letter of His Word,
revealed by His Pen—a Pen moved by His directing Finger—His Finger
itself sustained by the power of God’s Truth.

Baha’w’llah



O ye the elected representatives of the people...

O ye the elected representatives of the people in every land! Take ye
counsel together, and let your concern be only for that which
profiteth mankind, and bettereth the condition thereof, if ye be of
them that scan heedfully. Regard the world as the human body
which, though at its creation whole and 255 perfect, hath been
afflicted, through various causes, with grave disorders and maladies.
Not for one day did it gain ease, nay its sickness waxed more severe,
as it fell under the treatment of ignorant physicians, who gave full
rein to their personal desires, and have erred grievously. And if, at
one time, through the care of an able physician, a member of that
body was healed, the rest remained afflicted as before. Thus
informeth you the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

We behold it, in this day, at the mercy of rulers so drunk with pride
that they cannot discern clearly their own best advantage, much less
recognize a Revelation so bewildering and challenging as this. And
whenever any one of them hath striven to improve its condition, his
motive hath been his own gain, whether confessedly so or not; and
the unworthiness of this motive hath limited his power to heal or
cure.

That which the Lord hath ordained as the sovereign remedy and
mightiest instrument for the healing of all the world is the union of
all its peoples in one universal Cause, one common Faith. This can in
no wise be achieved except through the power of a skilled, an all-
powerful and inspired Physician. This, verily, is the truth, and all else
naught but error.

Baha'u’llah

those famed and accomplished men



Again, there are those famed and accomplished men of learning,
possessed of praiseworthy qualities and vast erudition, who lay hold
on the strong handle of the fear of God and keep to the ways of
salvation. In the mirror of their minds the forms of transcendent
realities are reflected, and the lamp of their inner vision derives its
light from the sun of universal knowledge. They are busy by night
and by day with meticulous research into such sciences as are
profitable to mankind, and they devote themselves to the training of
students of capacity. It is certain that to their discerning taste, the
proffered treasures of kings would not compare with a single drop of
the waters of knowledge, and mountains of gold and silver could not
outweigh the 22 successful solution of a difficult problem. To them,
the delights that lie outside their work are only toys for children, and
the cumbersome load of unnecessary possessions is only good for
the ignorant and base. Content, like the birds, they give thanks for a
handful of seeds, and the song of their wisdom dazzles the minds of
the world’s most wise.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

O Thou Whose face is the object...

O Thou Whose face is the object of the adoration of all that yearn after
Thee, Whose presence is the hope of such as are wholly devoted to
Thy will, Whose nearness is the desire of all that have drawn nigh unto
Thy court, Whose countenance is the companion of those who have
recognized Thy truth, Whose name is the mover of the souls that long
to behold Thy face, Whose voice is the true life of Thy lovers, the
words of Whose mouth are as the waters of life unto all who are in
heaven and on earth!

I beseech Thee, by the wrong Thou hast suffered and the ills inflicted
upon Thee by the hosts of wrongful doers, to send down upon me from
the clouds of Thy mercy that which will purify me of all that is not of
Thee, that I may be worthy to praise Thee and fit to love Thee.

Withhold not from me, O my Lord, the things Thou didst ordain for
such of Thy handmaidens as circle around Thee, and on whom are
poured continually the splendors of the sun of Thy beauty and the
beams of the brightness of Thy face. Thou art He Who from



everlasting hath succored whosoever hath sought Thee, and
bountifully favored him who hath asked Thee.

No God is there beside Thee, the Mighty, the Ever-Abiding, the All-
Bounteous, the Most Generous.

Baha’'u’llah



